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s e

xh
ib

ite
d

 a
n

d
 p

e
rfo

rm
e

d
 in

 a
n

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
 

a
n

d
 Jo

h
a

n
n

e
sb

u
rg

, a
n

d
 in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a

lly; in
 Be

rlin
, Ba

rc
e

lo
n

a
, Isla

m
a

b
a

d
, 

Ed
in

b
u

rg
h

, H
a

m
b

u
rg

, N
e

w
 Yo

rk, Ba
se

l a
n

d
 C

o
lo

m
b

o
. In

 2014 sh
e

 in
te

rn
e

d
 

a
t th

e
 G

o
rd

o
n

 In
stitu

te
 fo

r Pe
rfo

rm
in

g
 a

n
d

 C
re

a
tive

 A
rts (G

IPC
A

) a
t th

e
 

U
n

ive
rsity o

f C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
, So

u
th

 A
fric

a
, d

u
rin

g
 w

h
ic

h
 sh

e
 c

u
ra

te
d

 th
e

 
Pre

LIFE ta
lks a

n
d

 a
ssiste

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 fa

c
ilita

tio
n

 o
f Life

 A
rt Fe

stiva
l. 

Kh
a

n
yisile

 M
b

o
n

g
w

a
 h

a
s e

n
g

a
g

e
d

 in
 va

rio
u

s c
u

ra
to

ria
l a

n
d

 a
rtistic

 
p

ro
je

c
ts. Sh

e
 w

o
n

 th
e

 A
fric

a
 C

e
n

tre
 – A

rtist In
 R

e
sid

e
n

c
y La

u
re

a
te

 in
 

2014, a
n

d
 th

e
re

a
fte

r w
a

s th
e

 re
sid

e
n

t a
rtist a

t JIW
A

R
 in

 Ba
rc

e
lo

n
a

, Sp
a

in
 

in
 2015. C

o
n

tin
u

in
g

 to
 c

re
a

te
 a

n
d

 c
u

ra
te

, M
b

o
n

g
w

a
 w

a
s th

e
 In

vite
d

 
Sp

e
c

ia
l G

u
e

st a
t Liste

 A
rt Fa

ir, in
 Ba

se
l, in

 2015. 

A
s p

a
rt o

f C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
 A

rt W
e

e
k, M

b
o

n
g

w
a

 c
u

ra
te

d
 a

 c
o

lla
b

o
ra

tive
 

p
e

rfo
rm

a
n

c
e

 p
ie

c
e

 title
d

 M
y Bo

d
y Is N

o
t A

n
 A

p
o

lo
g

y. In
 2013, sh

e
 

c
u

ra
te

d
 D

e
m

o
n

stra
tio

n
s: Pe

rfo
rm

in
g

 Be
in

g
 Bla

c
k in

 C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
, a

 tw
o

 
p

a
rt e

xh
ib

itio
n

 th
a

t fo
c

u
se

d
 o

n
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
y, in

sta
lla

tio
n

 p
ie

c
e

s a
n

d
 

p
e

rfo
rm

a
n

c
e

s in
 to

w
n

sh
ip

 p
u

b
lic

 sp
a

c
e

s. In
 2012, to

g
e

th
e

r w
ith

 th
e

 
la

te
 U

n
a

th
i Sig

e
n

u
, sh

e
 w

o
n

 th
e

 M
TN

 N
e

w
 C

o
n

te
m

p
o

ra
ry A

rtist A
w

a
rd

. 
A

n
d

 in
 2010 sh

e
 h

a
d

 a
 so

lo
 e

xp
e

rim
e

n
ta

l e
xh

ib
itio

n
 in

 C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
, title

d
 

N
d

iza
ku

yivu
la

 Ib
h

a
yib

ile
. In

 a
d

d
itio

n
, M

b
o

n
g

w
a

 is th
e

 c
u

ra
to

r o
f th

e
 

Tw
e

n
ty Jo

u
rn

e
y – th

a
t h

a
d

 its first e
xh

ib
itio

n
 in

 2015 a
lso

 in
 C

a
p

e
 To

w
n

.
C

u
rre

n
tly d

o
in

g
 h

e
r M

a
ste

rs in
 In

te
rd

isc
ip

lin
a

ry A
rt, Pu

b
lic

 A
rt a

n
d

 Pu
b

lic
 

Sp
h

e
re

s a
t th

e
 In

stitu
te

 fo
r C

re
a

tive
 A

rts (IC
A

) th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 U

n
ive

rsity 
o

f C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
, M

b
o

n
g

w
a

 a
lso

 w
o

rks w
ith

 th
e

 In
te

rn
a

tio
n

a
l U

n
io

n
 o

f 
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A
n

d
 a

ll I e
ve

r w
a

n
te

d
 a

s a
 yo

u
n

g
 b

la
c

k g
irl w

a
s to

 b
e

 visib
le

, b
u

t a
ll th

e
 sp

a
c

e
s I e

n
te

re
d

, p
e

rfo
rm

e
d

 a
n

 e
xtre

m
e

 vio
le

n
c

e
 o

f e
ith

e
r 

m
a

kin
g

 m
e

 sile
n

t o
r lo

u
d

. Bu
t I m

ig
h

t b
e

 kn
o

w
n

 if I d
ie

 o
r w

h
e

n
 I’m

 kille
d

.
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 –Lh

o
la

 A
m

ira

A
s Lh

o
la

 A
m

ira
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
s c

e
n

te
r sta

g
e

, in
 a

 m
e

d
le

y o
f sc

u
lp

to
rs, p

a
in

te
rs, a

n
d

 p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

e
rs a

ll o
f w

h
o

m
 h

a
ve

 h
a

d
 th

e
ir p

ra
c

tic
e

 
in

se
p

a
ra

b
ly p

re
c

e
d

e
d

 b
y th

e
 te

rm
 ‘A

fric
a

n
’, sh

e
 d

isp
u

te
s a

n
d

 re
je

c
ts th

is sim
u

lta
n

e
o

u
sly sp

a
rse

 a
n

d
 g

e
n

e
ra

lize
d

 d
e

sc
rip

tio
n

. In
 h

e
r 

sig
n

a
tu

re
 fu

sio
n

 o
f p

o
litic

s, e
c

o
n

o
m

ic
s a

n
d

 a
rts, Lh

o
la

 A
m

ira
 h

a
s d

e
ve

lo
p

e
d

 Lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r G

h
a

n
a

 &
 Th

e
 R

e
d

 Su
itc

a
se

 a
s th

e
 first o

f m
a

n
y 

m
o

re
 p

h
ysic

a
l in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
s in

to
 a

ssu
m

p
tio

n
s, c

o
n

tra
d

ic
tio

n
s a

n
d

 a
sso

c
ia

tio
n

s p
la

c
e

d
 o

n
 c

o
n

te
m

p
o

ra
ry d

e
fin

itio
n

s o
f A

fric
a

.

Th
is vid

e
o

 is ro
o

te
d

 in
 Lh

o
la

 A
m

ira
’s re

c
e

n
t p

ro
je

c
t b

a
se

d
 in

 G
h

a
n

a
. Th

is p
ro

je
c

t sa
w

 th
e

 a
rtist e

n
g

a
g

in
g

 w
ith

 lo
c

a
l a

n
d

 c
u

rre
n

t issu
e

s 
th

ro
u

g
h

 a
 n

u
m

b
e

r o
f a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

s a
n

d
 in

te
ra

c
tio

n
s in

 G
h

a
n

a
. Th

e
 p

ro
je

c
t, d

e
sc

rib
e

d
 b

y th
e

 a
rtist a

s ‘Lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r ‘A

fric
a

’ in
 ‘A

fric
a

’, 
e

n
g

a
g

e
s w

ith
 c

o
n

te
m

p
o

ra
ry d

isc
o

u
rse

s a
ro

u
n

d
 d

e
c

o
lo

n
iza

tio
n

, n
a

tio
n

a
lity a

n
d

 ra
c

e
.

Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 is p
rim

a
rily c

o
n

sid
e

re
d

 a
 ‘p

e
rfo

rm
a

n
c

e
 a

rtist’ h
o

w
e

ve
r; sh

e
 re

fu
se

s to
 a

d
h

e
re

 to
 a

n
y p

re
c

o
n

c
e

ive
d

 th
e

o
rie

s o
f ‘a

rt’ o
r 

‘p
e

rfo
rm

a
n

c
e

’. Sh
e

 u
n

a
sh

a
m

e
d

ly in
te

rtw
in

e
s d

e
fin

itio
n

s th
a

t a
c

a
d

e
m

ia
 a

tte
m

p
ts to

 se
p

a
ra

te
, su

c
h

 a
s ‘a

c
tivist’, ‘p

o
e

t’, ‘p
h

ilo
so

p
h

e
r’, 

‘a
rtist’ a

n
d

 m
a

n
y m

o
re

. Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 q
u

e
stio

n
s c

o
n

n
o

ta
tio

n
s o

f p
e

rfo
rm

a
n

c
e

, su
c

h
 a

s ‘fa
rc

e
’ o

r ‘p
la

y’ fro
m

 w
h

ic
h

 a
u

d
ie

n
c

e
s c

a
n

 ta
ke

 
a

n
 in

te
rva

l; in
 h

e
r o

w
n

 w
o

rd
s; “Yo

u
 c

a
n

n
o

t p
e

rfo
rm

 b
e

in
g

 b
la

c
k. It is o

n
ly th

e
 b

la
c

k b
o

d
y, th

a
t te

n
d

s to
 b

e
 vie

w
e

d
, b

y so
c

ie
ty, a

s in
 a

 
p

e
rp

e
tu

a
l sta

te
 o

f p
e

rfo
rm

a
n

c
e

.”

A
s sh

e
 sta

lke
d

 th
e

 stre
e

ts o
f A

c
c

ra
, Lh

o
la

 A
m

ira
 ta

c
kle

d
 h

e
r o

w
n

 p
re

c
o

n
c

e
p

tio
n

s o
f th

e
 c

o
u

n
try w

id
e

ly c
o

n
sid

e
re

d
 th

e
 first su

b
-Sa

h
a

ra
n

 
c

o
u

n
try to

 d
e

m
a

n
d

 in
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
c

e
 fro

m
 c

o
lo

n
ia

lism
. N

o
t o

n
ly w

e
re

 th
e

 a
rtist’s o

w
n

 e
xp

e
c

ta
tio

n
s o

f G
h

a
n

a
 u

n
se

ttle
d

 b
u

t th
is re

c
e

n
t 

jo
u

rn
e

y a
lso

 se
rve

d
 to

 e
m

p
h

a
size

 th
e

 fu
tility o

f a
tte

m
p

ts to
 fu

lly u
n

d
e

rsta
n

d
 issu

e
s a

n
d

 c
o

n
tro

ve
rsie

s fa
c

in
g

 a
n

 a
re

a
 w

ith
o

u
t e

xte
n

d
e

d
 

p
e

rso
n

a
l e

xp
e

rie
n

c
e

. Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 re
m

a
in

e
d

 a
 visito

r d
u

rin
g

 h
e

r tim
e

 in
 G

h
a

n
a

, se
e

in
g

 a
n

d
 e

xp
e

rie
n

c
in

g
 o

n
ly a

 sm
a

ll c
o

lle
c

tio
n

 o
f 

life
style

s p
o

ssib
le

 in
 th

e
 c

o
u

n
try. Lo

o
kin

g
 fo

r G
h

a
n

a
 &

 Th
e

 R
e

d
 Su

itc
a

se
 sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e
 se

e
n

 a
s a

 su
m

m
e

ry o
f a

n
 e

n
tire

 c
o

u
n

try; Lh
o

la
 

A
m

ira
 in

te
n

tio
n

a
lly h

ig
h

lig
h

ts th
e

 in
a

d
e

q
u

a
te

 b
o

rd
e

rs a
n

d
 g

e
o

g
ra

p
h

ic
a

l d
ivisio

n
s th

a
t c

o
n

tin
u

e
 to

 e
n

fo
rc

e
 c

o
lo

n
ia

lism
 in

 A
fric

a
.

Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 w
o

rke
d

 w
ith

 lo
c

a
l p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
e

r, Fra
n

c
is Ko

ko
ro

ko
 a

n
d

 film
m

a
ke

r W
a

n
lo

v Ku
b

o
lo

r to
 p

ro
d

u
c

e
 a

 b
o

d
y o

f w
o

rk th
a

t to
o

k 
p

la
c

e
 in

 G
h

a
n

a
 b

u
t le

ft re
sid

u
e

s th
a

t c
o

u
ld

 b
e

 e
xh

ib
ite

d
 in

 So
u

th
 A

fric
a

 a
n

d
 e

lse
w

h
e

re
.
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g
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e
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itc

a
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Lo
o

kin
g

 fo
r A

fric
a

 in
 A

fric
a

 is to
 b

e
 n

o
sta

lg
ic

 a
b

o
u

t a
n

 u
n

kn
o

w
n

 fu
tu

re
. W

h
a

t d
o

e
s a

 ‘d
e

- c
o

lo
n

ia
l’ A

fric
a

 re
a

lly lo
o

k like
? Th

is is th
e

 sm
a

ll 
p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e

 c
o

n
te

xt in
 w

h
ic

h
 Lh

o
la

 A
m

ira
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h

e
d

 h
e

r p
ro

je
c

t in
 G

h
a

n
a

. Th
ro

u
g

h
 th

is visit, th
e

 a
rtist ta

c
kle

d
 h

e
r o

w
n

 id
e

a
s o

f 
d

e
-c

o
lo

n
ia

lism
. W

h
ile

 b
e

in
g

 w
e

ll ve
rse

d
 in

 th
is su

b
je

c
t in

 a
 So

u
th

 A
fric

a
n

 c
o

n
te

xt, Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 c
a

m
e

 a
c

ro
ss m

o
re

 e
xa

m
p

le
s o

f fu
rth

e
r 

sp
lin

te
rs o

f c
o

lo
n

ia
lism

 th
a

t still c
lu

tc
h

 to
 th

e
 A

fric
a

n
 c

o
n

tin
e

n
t.

Fo
r e

xa
m

p
le

, h
e

r e
xp

e
rie

n
c

e
 o

f th
e

 d
u

m
p

in
g

 o
f e

le
c

tro
n

ic
 w

a
ste

 in
 G

h
a

n
a

- p
ro

d
u

c
ts th

a
t a

re
 d

e
sig

n
e

d
 b

y th
o

se
 o

u
tsid

e
 o

f th
e

 A
fric

a
n

 
C

o
n

tin
e

n
t, p

ro
d

u
c

e
d

 o
u

tsid
e

 o
f th

e
 c

o
n

tin
e

n
t, a

n
d

 p
rim

a
rily so

ld
 to

 a
 n

o
n

-A
fric

a
n

 m
a

rke
t a

re
 u

n
c

e
re

m
o

n
io

u
sly d

u
m

p
e

d
 in

 G
h

a
n

a
, a

s 
a

 m
e

a
n

s o
f d

isp
o

sa
l.

C
o

n
sid

e
rin

g
 th

a
t m

u
c

h
 o

f th
e

 ra
w

 m
a

te
ria

l u
se

d
 in

 th
is m

a
c

h
in

e
ry is m

in
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 A

fric
a

n
 c

o
n

tin
e

n
t, th

e
n

 e
xp

o
rte

d
 a

n
d

 m
a

n
u

fa
c

tu
re

d
 

in
to

 h
u

g
e

ly va
lu

a
b

le
 e

le
c

tro
n

ic
 m

e
rc

h
a

n
d

ise
. Fin

ish
e

d
 p

ro
d

u
c

ts th
a

t o
c

c
a

sio
n

a
lly -o

n
c

e
 o

u
t o

f d
a

te
- g

e
t re

so
ld

 b
a

c
k to

 th
e

 A
fric

a
n

 
c

o
n

tin
e

n
t, b

u
t u

ltim
a

te
ly fin

d
 th

e
ir w

a
y b

a
c

k in
 th

e
 fo

rm
 o

f w
a

ste
. Th

is p
e

rp
e

tu
a

l iro
n

y o
r syste

m
 o

f w
a

ste
 d

isp
o

sa
l fro

m
 Eu

ro
p

e
 is p

e
rh

a
p

s 
o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 m

o
st sig

n
ific

a
n

t illu
stra

tio
n

s th
a

t d
e

sp
ite

 p
o

litic
a

l va
ria

tio
n

, little
 h

a
s c

h
a

n
g

e
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e
 la

st c
e

n
tu

ry.

Fo
r a

s lo
n

g
 a

s I c
a

n
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r, A

fric
a

n
s h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 Fu
tu

rist. Bu
t su

d
d

e
n

ly, th
e

 w
o

rld
 se

e
m

s to
 h

a
ve

 ta
ke

n
 th

e
 tim

e
 to

 b
ra

n
d

 u
s a

s su
c

h
. 

H
o

w
 h

a
ve

 Bla
c

k Pe
o

p
le

 su
rvive

d
 w

ith
o

u
t b

e
in

g
 fu

tu
rists? Eve

ry tim
e

 a
 Bla

c
k W

o
m

xn
 g

ive
s b

irth
 sh

e
 is a

 fu
tu

rist ...
Eve

ryw
h

e
re

 in
 A

fric
a

 th
e

re
 a

re
 m

o
n

u
m

e
n

ta
l c

o
lo

n
ia

l re
m

in
d

e
rs. Pre

se
n

t in
 th

e
 e

c
o

n
o

m
y, in

stitu
tio

n
s, stre

e
t n

a
m

e
s, b

u
ild

in
g

s, in
fra

stru
c

tu
re

, 
la

n
g

u
a

g
e

, c
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in

g
, c

u
ltu
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n
d
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a

n
s a
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b
e
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d
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m
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n
ts o
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n
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e
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o
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n
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o
w
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b

su
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a

t w
e
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yp

e
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n
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a
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e
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m
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m
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r th
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o
p
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 is n

o
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e

a
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ro
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h
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p
h
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e
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a
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e
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re

se
n

t a
n

d
 th

e
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tu
re
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ll in

te
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e

d
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G
h
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n
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g
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g

s I a
m
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g
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n
d
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ro

w
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d
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c

t fro
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o

n
’t h
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f G
h
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n

a
 - b

u
t so

m
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a

p
p
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n

d
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o

n
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n
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c
o
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c

tio
n
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f w

a
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g
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r 6h
rs in

 6in
c
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e
e
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u
g

h
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a
rts o
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h

a
n

a
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O
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b
.1984, G

u
g

u
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th
u
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u
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a
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BIO
G
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PH

Y
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s a
n

d
 w

o
rks in
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a
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e
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w

n
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u
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a
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A
W

A
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EN
C
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[U
p

c
o

m
in

g
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2017  
A

rtist in
 R

e
sid

e
n

c
e

 a
t A

iR
S, Skö

vd
e

 A
rt M

u
se

u
m

, Sw
e

d
e

n
.

2015  
A

rtist in
 R

e
sid

e
n

c
e

 a
t Jiw

a
r C

re
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 So

c
ie

ty, Ba
rc

e
lo

n
a

, Sp
a

in
.

2011 
A

rtist in
 R

e
sid

e
n

c
e

 a
t V

a
sl A

rtists’ C
o

lle
c

tive
, Isla

m
a

b
a

d
, Pa

kista
n

.
2010  

A
rtist in

 R
e

sid
e

n
c

e
 a

t Th
e

e
rth

a
 R

e
d

 D
o

t G
a

lle
ry, C

o
lo

m
b

o
, Sri La

n
ka

.

SO
LO

 EX
H

IBITIO
N

S

2017 
Lo

o
kin

g
 fo

r G
h

a
n

a
 &

 Th
e

 R
e

d
 Su

itc
a

se
, SM

A
C

 G
a

lle
ry, Ste

lle
n

b
o

sc
h

, So
u

th
 A

fric
a

2016  
Lh

o
la

 A
m

ira
 W

ill M
a

ke
 Yo

u
 C

ry, a
p

p
e

a
ra

n
c

e
 a

t A
VA

 G
a

lle
ry, C

a
p

e
 To

w
n

, So
u

th
 A

fric
a

.
2015  

D
e

/C
o

lo
n

ia
l Lo

ve
, a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

 a
t M

itte
, Ba

rc
e

lo
n

a
, Sp

a
in

.
2014  

Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 is H
e

re
, a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

 a
t G

re
a

tm
o

re
 Stu

d
io

s, C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
, So

u
th

 A
fric

a
.

Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

, H
e

r &
 H

im
, a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

 a
t G

re
a

tm
o

re
 Stu

d
io

s, C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
, So

u
th

 A
fric

a
.

Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 n
e

Za
m

b
a

th
o

 e
zo

M
o

ya
, in

sta
lla

tio
n

 a
t 6ix Stu

d
io

, N
e

w
 Yo

rk C
ity, U

SA
.

G
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U
P EX

H
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N
S

2017 
C

a
p

e
 To

w
n

 A
rt Fa

ir, (SM
A

C
 G

a
lle

ry) C
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C
, C

a
p

e
 To

w
n

, So
u

th
 A

fric
a

.
2016 

Lh
o

la
 A

m
ira

 in
 C

o
n

ve
rsa

tio
n

 w
ith
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in

a
m

a
n
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n

g
a

 H
a

rip
u

tirw
e

, a
p

p
e

a
ra

n
c

e
 a

t In
stru

m
e

n
ts o

f M
e

m
o

ry a
 so

lo
 e

xh
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itio
n
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y M

a
sim

b
a

 H
w

a
ti a
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A

C
 G

a
lle

ry, 
Ste

lle
n

b
o

sc
h

, So
u

th
 A

fric
a

.
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n
g

 a
s th

e
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n
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c
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f-c

o
u

rse
 th

is is Pe
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n
a
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p

p
e

a
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n
c

e
 a

t N
o

th
in

g
 Pe

rso
n

a
l a
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A

C
 

G
a

lle
ry, Ste

lle
n

b
o

sc
h

, So
u

th
 A

fric
a

.
2014 

D
ETA

ILS, a
p

p
e

a
ra

n
c

e
 a

t 6ix Stu
d

io
, N

e
w

 Yo
rk C

ity, U
SA

.
2010 

C
a

te
g

o
ry Erro

r 2, a
p

p
e

a
ra

n
c

e
 a

t A
sso

c
ia

tio
n

 fo
r V

isu
a

l A
rts G

a
lle

ry, C
a

p
e

 To
w

n
, So

u
th

 A
fric

a
.
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Su

b
visio

n
 Ku

n
st, a

p
p

e
a

ra
n

c
e

 a
t O
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stiva
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a

m
b

u
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, G
e

rm
a

n
y.

C
O

LLEC
TIO

N
S

Ze
itz M

O
C

C
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o
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c
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n
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u
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a
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t
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n

b
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T +
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A
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N
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U
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o
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e
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m
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u
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R
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n
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T +

27 (0)10 594 5400
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w
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a
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T +
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